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FOR THE NEXT FIVE DAYS 
A Post-Boot Camp Devotional To Continue These Thoughts...

Consider the character qualities that Jesus exemplified during his ministry on earth as you read through the following 
verses each day. Ask God for application to your life as you reflect on principles from His ministry.

DAY 1
Principle: Walking with God
• Read Luke 5:16; 6:12; 9:18, 28; 22:39

• Use the continuum to evaluate how well you are living out today’s principle:

Weak Strong

• You can only give away what you already have. Jesus had just three years for his whole ministry, but he
managed to “fit in” time with his father.

Personal Reflection

Jot down a few ideas or thoughts you have when reflecting on this theme.
Reflecting on the scripture above, how does “walking with God” impact your ministry to the most vulnerable?



DAY 2
Principle: Identifying with People
• Read John 1:14 and Philippians 2:5-11

• Use the continuum to evaluate how well you are living out today’s principle:

Weak Strong

• Christ became flesh and lived among us (John 1:14). When he came to earth, he didn’t just come as a
conquering problem-solver. He laid down his rights and comforts. He emptied himself.

Personal Reflection

What would it look like to be someone who lays down their rights and comforts when
helping the vulnerable as opposed to becoming a problem solver? What changes in
attitude, action and behaviour might this require?

DAY 3
Principle: Humility
• Read Matthew 11:29

• Use the continuum to evaluate how well you are living out today’s principle:

Weak Strong

• Jesus said, “I am gentle and humble in heart” (Matthew 11:29). He said this even though he was
God. He had all the answers. For us, humility means acknowledging that we don’t have all
the answers, but God does.

Personal Reflection

Acknowledging our weaknesses or shortcomings can be challenging. What instances in life have
allowed you to show that vulnerability? What other forms of humility would be helpful when working
with the vulnerable?



DAY 4
Principle: Loving People and Appreciating Culture
• Read John 4:4-26

• Use the continuum to evaluate how well you are living out today’s principle:

Weak Strong

• “The ministry of Jesus is notable for its clarity of focus and flexibility of response...Jesus allowed people to
set the agenda. But Jesus always responded out of who he was and what he represented. We know that Jesus
both announced the Kingdom of God and embodied that reality, God’s new order.” - Wilbert Shank

Personal Reflection

Looking at the example of the Samaritan woman at the well, how did Jesus show love and appreciation of 
this woman’s culture without compromising truth? What are you thoughts on the quote by Wilbert Shank?

DAY 5
Principle: Serving in the Centre and the Periphery
• In Jesus’ lifetime power was centred in Jerusalem. On the periphery − in Galilee, the Decapolis and
Samaria − were the untouchables, the powerless and the widows and orphans. Jesus chose to serve on the
edges, while also advocating to the powerful on behalf of the powerless.
We can follow Jesus’ example by going to the periphery ourselves. We can also follow His example by
advocating in the powerful centres of our day: Ottawa, local governments and often our own church.

• Use the continuum to evaluate how well you are living out today’s principle:

Weak Strong

Personal Reflection

Which of these two areas of service (the centre or the periphery) is most comfortable for you? If you were to
challenge yourself to take action in the other area of service, what would that require of you?



MOVING FORWARD
Congratulations for making your way through this five-day series! By now you have asked
yourself some hard questions about serving the vulnerable in a way that would reflect Christ’s example.

Desiring more? This learning can continue by taking time to work through each of the Gospels and 
further identify principles from Jesus’ ministry. The biggest challenge lies before you as you take the 
principles and begin to outline some practical steps to incorporate change in your day-to-day life.
Take on the challenge! Don’t shy away! Your life will be richly blessed as you continually seek ways to 
serve the Lord and the vulnerable.


